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boob, who was to give the Shirazee a hearing, and afterwards
make his report to the king. Then came our affair : here the
monarch showed himself extremely refractory, and Mahboob
partook, or seemed to partake, in his uneasiness. Indeed,
Feysul was half inclined to send us away, not to Hasa, but by
the very route on which we had come; an ominous proceeding
for us, and more likely to conclude in having us " packed with
post horse up to heaven," than conveyed by the leisurely pace
of camels to Kaseem or Shorn er. At last the old king softened
down, and concluded by saying that we might go on to IJasa,
for the furtherance whereof he again proffered the liberal assist-
ance already notified by 'Abd-el-'Azeez : but both he and his
counsellors were decidedly averse to our remaining any longei
in Ri'ad.

When the Na'ib heard this news, he burst out into a new fit
of passion, and said much of a very undiplomatic nature re-
garding the king and his ministers; nor could he well under-
stand how a Bedouin, for so he persisted in styling Feysul,
could treat with such haughty coolness the majesty of the Shah
of Persia, represented in his envoy. However there was no
help for it, so he smoothed his ruffled brow, chewed a little
opium, smoked a nargheelah, and set about drawing up a long
list of grievances and damages for the perusal of Mahboob on
their approaching interview.

Our own position was now an awkward one, nor did we
exactly know how to amend it. We were thoroughly deter-
mined not to quit Ri'ad till after fully satisfying our curiosity
relative to its government, people, and whatever else it con-
tained ; yet how to prolong our stay ? To persist on our own
score in remaining, after a twice-repeated order to depart, would
have been sheer madness, and must inevitably lead to the worst
consequences; concealment or disguise was out of the question.
Aboo-'Eysa was no less annoyed than ourselves; our friend-
ship, once commenced at Bereydah, had by frequent intercourse
there, and yet more by our journey together from I>Laseem to
Ri'ad, become a real intimacy; and though he did not precisely
comprehend our object in so vehemently desiring a longer
sojourn in the Wahhabee capital, he sympathised with our
vexation at so silly yet so serious an obstacle to our wishes. At
last, after much thinking and discussion, he proposed to try a